THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO
Department of Political Science
Political Science 2137 – Section 650 Online - POLITICS OF THE ENVIRONMENT
Syllabus/Course Outline 2010 - 2011

Instructor: Bruce Morrison
Office Hours and Contact Information
UWO Social Science Centre
Office location: Room 4137 SSC
Office Hours: Thursday 1:00 – 2:30 PM or by appointment
Phone: 519 661 - 2111, ext. 84837
bmorris2@uwo.ca
COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course focuses on the deterioration of the natural environment and the struggle to address
these problems adequately through the liberal democratic political processes. It examines human
impacts on our planet and the efficacy of political systems in responses to these impacts.
Particular attention is paid to the significance of industrialization and market economics in the
context of the underlying values which support liberal trade and democratic institutions.
The investigation of the relationship between politics and the environment features four
interrelated themes: 1. fundamental principles of ecology; 2. Institutions, political processes and
policy-making; 3. rural and urban development and economic growth in the era of globalization
and 4. attitudes and beliefs about the relationship between human beings and nature;. The course
surveys current environmental issues; solutions which have been proposed; and how and why
certain outcomes are expected or achieved. Attention is also given to specific Canadian
environmental issues; to the complexity of Canadian federalism; and to Canada's role in
international environmental politics.
Important Notice Re: Prerequisites/Antirequisites Please Note: You are responsible for
ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites, and that you have not
taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as a basis for an appeal. If
you are found to be ineligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time and you will
receive no adjustment to your fees. This decision cannot be appealed. If you find that you do
not have the course prerequisites, it is in your best interest to drop the course well before the end
of the add/drop period. Your prompt attention to this matter will not only help protect your
academic record, but will ensure that spaces become available for students who require the
course in question for graduation. Political Science 2235 E is an antirequesite course for
Political Science 2137.
Office of the Dean, Faculty of Social Science
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Organization
The course is organized in four units each of which is intended to equip students to answer one
of four written assignments. The course also features a set of six Course Discussion Questions.
Topics for Course Discussion Questions will be assigned from readings in Dryzek and
Schlosberg. The course also has a midterm text and a final exam.
Your WEBCT access allows you to read the lectures, submit assignments, take part in
discussions and ask questions of the instructor. The lectures were designed to be used in the
following manner: 1. Step One: complete the assigned readings; 2. Step Two: read the written
lecture and make notes as required; 3. Step Three: review the major themes and webpage
references; 4. Step Four: commit to memory any significant terms, concepts or definitions
identified in the lecture pdf. Step Five: take the Self Test to see how well you are doing.
Please note that the terms, concepts and definitions used are taken from a variety of sources.
Politics of the Environment often attracts students from a variety of disciplines including
political science, geography, history, philosophy, natural sciences and the environmental science
program. There is no prerequisite for the course; however if you do not have Politics 1020 E
(Introduction to Political Science) you may wish to read an introductory text in this field.

Required Texts
McCarthy, Cormac, The Road. Vintage International, New York. 2007
McKenzie, Judith I., Environmental Politics in Canada: Managing the Commons Into The
Twenty - First Century. Oxford University Press, Don Mills. 2002
Dryzek, John and David Schlosberg, Debating the Earth: The Environmental Politics Reader.
Second edition. Oxford University Press, Oxford. 2005
Rubin, Jeff, Why Your World is About to Get a Whole Lot Smaller. Random House Canada
Limited. Toronto. 2009
The following text is required reading and is available at no charge on line:
Brundtland, Gro Harlem, Our Common Future. http://www.un-documents.net/wced-ocf.htm
If you wish to buy a hard copy of Our Common Future it was published in 1987 by Oxford
University Press, Toronto.
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Examinations and Assignments

Examinations and Assignments
Type
Assignment One
Assignment Two
Assignment Three
Assignment Four
Course Discussion
Questions

Value
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%

Online Discussion

5%

First Term Test
Final Exam

15%
30%

Date
Friday, October 14, 2011 at 11:59 PM
Friday, November 18, 2011 at 11:59 PM
Friday, February 3, 2012 at 11:59 PM
Friday, March 23, 2012 at 11:59 PM
Question 1 – Friday, September 30, 2011 at 11:59 PM
Question 2 – Friday, November 4, 2011 at 11:59 PM
Question 3 – Friday, November 25, 2011 at 11:59 PM
Question 4 – Friday, January 13, 2012 at 11:59 PM
Question 5 – Friday, February 10, 2012 at 11:59 PM
Question 6 - Friday, March 16, 2012 at 11:59 PM
Check online discussions weekly and respond regularly (at
least once every two weeks)
To be scheduled during the December 2011 exam period
To be scheduled during the April 2012 Final Exam period

1. Assignments are due on the day indicated on the submissions page unless otherwise
specified by your instructor. There are four written assignments which are a core element of this
course. Each is valued at 10%. Late penalties apply to all late assignments.
Late Assignments: A late penalty of 25% will be charged on assignments which are submitted
more than two weeks after the due date. Please note that assignments will not be accepted
after 11:59 PM on Friday, March 30, 2012.
2. Course Discussion Questions.
Responding to Course Discussion Questions – 10% of total grade
Your participation grade will be determined by the consistency and quality of your responses:
•

Each topic question will be posted for about two weeks

3

•
•
•
•
•
•

During this time you will be expected to post an answer to the Discussion question for
that period
The question will then disappear and your ability to post to that topic will end
Please pay close attention to the posting end dates
As a general rule of posting, you should respond to the topic initially during the first
week and then respond to other students' postings during the second week
Plan your work so that you do not find yourself unable to post due to a last minute attack
of the cold or flu or other minor illness, conflicts with work or other assignments
Poor planning does not constitute grounds for extensions or alternative assignments

Course Discussion Question Grading
Grades will be assigned out of four (0, 1, 2, 3, 4) for each discussion topic.
Grading is based on the following grading rubric:
No response 0 points
If you do not post to the question, no grade.
Below average response 1 point
Consistent problems with factual correctness, grammar and spelling. Presents opinion
instead of research-based knowledge and analysis. Colloquial prose. Narrow view of
issue under discussion. Uncritical analysis.
Average response 2 points
A few problems with facts, grammar, spelling and use of research. Some discussion of
issue under study. Much more descriptive than analytical. Analysis may not ‘go deep’ to
address underlying causes and expose links and connections. Analysis may be
superficial.
Very good response 3 points
Some insightful points with room for additional development. A critical reasonably-well
developed analysis which may miss one or two major issues. No more than one or two
errors in facts, grammar, spelling, use of research. Generally well written.
Excellent response 4 points
The statements are factually correct with evidence supporting your position. Your
response shows that you have researched other "expert" opinions and correctly cited
them. References to posts by other students indicate that you have heard their arguments
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and are responding logically to their position.
The grammar and spelling are correct. Your response shows that you have thoughtfully
considered the question before writing your response. Your response is insightful. There
is evidence of originality in your response. Your response is very well written.

General information on posting responses to the Course Discussion Questions:
Your responses will be longer than a few sentences, but it will not be an essay on the
topic. Three or four paragraphs are sufficient.
The instructor wants you to read all of the students' responses and consider what they
have said. Your final grade for the Discussions – General Participation will be related to
the completeness of your responses, and the number of times you respond to a topic, and
the diligence with which you read and consider other students’ postings.
When responding to discussion questions please conform to a socially acceptable
standard of communications. The belittling or harassing of others will not be tolerated.
Please be aware that the instructor will not be responding to each and every answer /
comment that you post. The instructor will post comments or direction when he or she
feels that they are needed.
3. Online Discussions
The instructor will check and monitor participation in online discussions. 5 % of the course grade
is earned by regular participation through comments on the Course Discussion Questions and on
other matters which the instructor and/or students may raise. The instructor expects students to
monitor the discussions on a weekly basis and post responses at least once every two weeks.

4. First Term Test
To be held during the Christmas exam period. The test will be based on Units One and Two and
will include definitions and short answers. The test will be one hour in length.
5. Final Examination: The exact date of the Final Exam will be announced by the Registrar
during the Winter term. The exam will be 2 hours in length and will include definitions, short
answers and a major essay question. The major essay question will be distributed in advance and
will cover the full course and will include assigned readings, discussions and lectures.
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6. Electronic devises are not allowed during tests and examinations. You are not allowed to have
a cell phone, or any other electronic device, with you during tests or examinations
7. Statement on Academic Offences: “Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are
directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a
Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf.
8. Support Services: The web site for the Registrar’s Office at The University of Western
Ontario is http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm
Student Services Support Group may be accessed at:
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm/student-services-organizational-units/student-servicessupport-group/
Student Development Centre may be accessed at:
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm/student-services-organizational-units/studentdevelopment-centre/
Teaching and Learning Services may be accessed at:
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm/student-services-organizational-units/teaching-andlearning-services/

9. Accommodation for students with medical illness:
Where medical documentation is required, such documentation must be submitted by the student
directly to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office, and it will be the Dean’s office that will make
the determination whether accommodation is warranted. Given the University’s Official Student
Record Information Privacy Policy, instructors may not collect medical documentation.
Note: In all cases where accommodation is being sought for work totaling 10% or more of the
final grade in a course, students are directed to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office.
Student absences for reasons other than illness shall continue to be verified according to current
practices. The entire UWO document can be accessed at:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf

Topic Outline
Unit One Lectures (September 8 – October 21, 2011):
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INTRODUCTION
1. Is There An Environmental Crisis?
2. Principles of Ecology
3. The Lungs of the Earth
4. The Living Soil
5. Biodiversity
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part I, # 1, # 2, Part III, # 6
McKenzie, pgs. 1 - 7, 202 - 241
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 37 – 48,
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 25 – 36 (Tragedy of the Commons)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 74 – 88 (Truth About the Environment, Ten
Pinches of Salt)

THE GREAT TRANSITIONS
6. The First Great Transition
7. The Second Great Transition
8. The Third Great Transition
9. Our Ecological Footprint
10. Sustainable Development
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part I, #3
McKenzie, pgs. 8 - 104
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 257 – 302
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 239 – 256 (Selling Environmental
Indulgences)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 348 – 354 (Putting the Earth First)

Unit Two Lectures (October 28, 2010 – December 9 , 2011):
THE POLITICAL SYSTEM
11. Green Politics and Green Political Theory
12. The Environment and Politics
13. The Greening of the Electorate
14. Regulation and Regulatory Failure
Lecture Readings:
Brundltand, McKenzie, pgs. 105 - 127
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 145 – 206, 573 – 584, 585 - 595
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 7 – 24 (Nature of Exponential Growth) and
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37 –
and

48 (Planet Under Stress)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 505 – 524 (Farewell to the Green Movement)
525 – 549 (Politics Beyond the State)
THE ENVIRONMENT AND WORLD DEVELOPMENT
15. Technology, Industrialization and Urbanization
16. Globalization and Economic Growth
17. GATT, The World Bank and the IMF and Third World Debt
18. Security, Energy, Sustainability and Survival
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part II, # 8, # 9
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 89 – 144,
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 303 – 338 (Ecological Modernisation and the
Next Industrial Revolution)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 633 – 646 (Political and Ecological
Communication)
McCarthy, The Road (all)
Rubin, chapters 1, 2, 3

Unit Three Lectures (January 6 – February 24, 2012)
RESOURCES OF THE EARTH
19. Temperate Forests – Assault on the Forests
20. Canadian Forests and Market Solutions
21. Soils and Agriculture
22. Water and The Oceans
23. Energy and Petroleum
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part II, # 7
McKenzie, pgs. 128 - 201
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 49 – 73
Rubin, all
POPULATION
24. Population and Poverty
25. Population and Soils
26. Population as a Feminist Issue
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part II, # 4, # 5
McKenzie, pgs. 32 - 36
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 450 - 504
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Unit Four Lectures (March 2 – April 6, 2012)

–

THE SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS
27. Rational Methods
28. Specialists and Experts
29. Buddhist Economics and William Morris and Environmental Activism
30. Ownership and Stewardship
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part III, # 10, # 11
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 383 – 426
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 550 – 572 (Networks and Mobile Arrangements)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 207 – 210 (Rethinking the Way We Think) and 211
228 (Market-based Environmental Policies)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 585 - 646
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 608 – 632 (Inequality, Ecojustice and Ecological
Rationality)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 596 – 607 (Ecological Citizenship)
Rubin, chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and Conclusion

WHERE SOLUTIONS MAY BE FOUND
31. Demographics and Politics
32. Flying Down to Rio – From Rio to Kyoto and Beyond
33. NAFTA and NAAEC and Beyond
34. The Enviro-Citizen
Lecture Readings:
Brundtland, Part III, # 12
McKenzie, pgs. 242 - 268
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 427 – 430 (Principles of Environmental
Justice)
Dryzek and Schlosberg, pgs. 431 – 449 (Environmental Justice in the 21st
Century)
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APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Prerequisite checking ‐ the student’s responsibility
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for
failing to have the necessary prerequisites."
Essay course requirements
With the exception of 1000‐level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay
courses. Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics 1020E, at
least 5,000 words in a full course numbered 2000 or above, and at least 2,500 words in a half course
numbered 2000 or above.
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”)
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class, it is
the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must see their
instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning.
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade:
• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence,
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a
scholastic offence."
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current Western Academic Calendar
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/)
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams ‐ All student assignments, tests and exams
will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student work
unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted."
Duplication of work
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different courses
must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment. If prior approval is not
obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment.
Grade adjustments
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department may
require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines.
Academic Offences
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically,
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf ."

Submission of Course Requirements
ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE‐HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED
BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR.
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE‐STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE.
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and
Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
Students registered in Social Science should refer to http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp for information on Medical Policy, Term
Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and other
Academic Concerns. Non‐Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic counselling
office.

Plagiarism
"Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take
an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic
offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject
to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (
http://www.turnitin.com )."
Multiple‐choice tests/exams: "Computer‐marked multiple‐choice tests and/or exams may be subject to
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that
may indicate cheating."
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and
Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
PLAGIARISM*
In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is
the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas. Different forms of writing require
different types of acknowledgement. The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in
academic papers.

A.

In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge
that the words are those of another writer.

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the
author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote
number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the
bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate
author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number.
Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with
more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential
references. In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off
from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own
words. Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or
paragraph which is not your own.
B.

In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.

You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or
sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement
given in 'A' above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks. Be certain,
however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your
source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has
expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the important
consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another
writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source
outside your own thinking on the subject.
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish
clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make
this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as
intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a
course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University.
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History
Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History
August 13, 1991

Accessibility at Western
Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text format, or if any other
accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible to you.

