Political Science 4201– UN Issues 20171
Course Title:
Day:
Time:
Instructor:
Office Hours:
Office Location:
Email:
Telephone:
Skype:
Number for texts:
Twitter:

UN Issues ‘Whither Liberalism: the UN in an era of Trump’
Monday
3:30-5:20
Dan Bousfield

Monday 1:30-2:20, Wednesday 2:30-3:20.
SSC 4084
dbousfie@uwo.ca
519-661-2111 ex 85114
danbousfield@outlook.com
289-620-666five
@uwo_teach

Anti-requisite(s): POLS 4402F – This cannot be waived.
Prerequisite(s):
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to
enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision
may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped
from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.
Introduction:
This course will help you critically assess the political perspectives on contemporary issues on the United
Nations and global governance. This course will help you explore the theoretical perspectives on the
United Nations, as well as key issues, debates and topics in global governance. We will address a range
of issues starting with the UN’s objectives, structure and decision-making procedures, followed by
United Nations' policies and activities on a range of contemporary issues, including peacekeeping, peace
building, humanitarian intervention, economic development, and human rights.
Learning Objectives:
Through this course all students will have the opportunity to:
•
Identify the implicit messages and goals of public documents and media relating to a United
Nations issue
•
Evaluate a popular depiction of the United Nations policy or issue
•
Acquire a historical context of existing United Nations policy and actions
•
Identify key issues in contemporary UN policies and apply a critical framework to assess the
effectiveness of policy decisions
Through this course some students will have the opportunity to:
•
Organize a student-run academic conference
•
Engage in a peer review exercise to develop editing and writing skills
•
Evaluate the effectiveness of mainstream accounts of the functioning of the United Nations
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Portions of this course outline have drawn on the publically available course outlines of Marshall Beier, Alina
Sajed, Jennifer Clapp, Sandy Irvine and S. Soderberg. All courtesy and thanks is given to these authors.

Course Materials
All readings are available on-line, on 2-hour reserve, or in the periodical section at the Weldon or Law
Libraries. The course will be ordered thematically so the specific reading schedule will be established
on the first week of class.
Methods of Evaluation
Participation 20%
Additional Term Assignment – 20%

Media Assessment 15%
Essay 45% - Due November 27, 2017

Participation: 20% of final course grade.
Students are expected to attend and participate consistently and effectively in the work of their
respective groups and individually. Failure to attend a class will result in a loss of that percentage of your
participation grade (i.e. 1of 10 classes missed = maximum 90% participation mark). Full marks cannot be
achieved if participation is not clear and consistent. Class discussions are an opportunity to engage with
the ideas and concepts presented in the course through discussion and presentation. (See ‘Guidelines
for Success’ below). Students who have further questions about attendance marks should inquire in the
FAQ on OWL.
Media Assessment: 15% of final course grade.
This assignment will critically engage with an official or unofficial depiction of UN action in relation to a
specific case or issue of global governance. All media options must be approved by the instructor before
proceeding with the assignment. Media can include but is not limited to motion pictures, short films,
documentaries, special reports, official documents, brochures, pamphlets and public relations of any UN
body, agency or group. Signup for the media assessment will take place on owl. The media assessment
must critically engage with the content and argument of the media for its use in understanding
contemporary UN issues. This critical assessment can be presented in 2 ways.
1.
A written report (essay) which assesses the media for its arguments about the UN issue,
and the viability of the arguments given the academic debates on the issue. The written
assignment should be a minimum of 1250 words, in proper essay format (with title page and
bibliography) and have a minimum of 4 academic sources.
2.
An in-class presentation. A section or short part (maximum 10 minutes) of media should
be distributed to the class (subject to instructor prior approval, and following class guidelines)
and the presenter should outline their interpretation of the argument for the class. The
presenter will then prepare a short exercise, role playing or creative interactive exercise to raise
issues and ideas that stem from media and their critical interpretation of it.
For an example of a media assessment see: Heather L. Johnson "Click to Donate: Visual images,
constructing victims and imagining the female refugee" Third World Quarterly, June 2011.
For methodological foundation of media assessments see: Michael Shapiro, Chapter 1 “Philosophy,
Method and the Arts.” In Studies in Transdisiplinary Method: After the Aesthetic Turn, 2012. Also see
Halberstam, Judith. “Low theory,” The queer art of failure. Duke University Press, 2011.
Additional Term Assignment
Option 1: Student Provocations (maximum of one per week)
Student Provocations: 20% of final course grade.

The student provocations are a two part exercise. During the first class a maximum of 10 students will
select a week for their provocation. Each student will find at least one link to an article, issue,
newspaper event or magazine topic and post it for the class at least one week prior to the class in which
they present. Failure to post a reading for the class will make it impossible to achieve full marks on the
assignment. Each student will prepare a very short (8 minute maximum) exercise to stimulate class
discussion on an issue related to the class readings for the week. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. Students
should prepare a short exercise, role playing or creative interactive exercise to raise issues and ideas
that stem from the discussion questions or their reading for the week. Students do not necessarily need
to present orally to the class, as long as they provide clear instructions and facilitate the exercise. The
goal of the exercise is to raise analytical issues and concerns with the course material rather than
summarize or re-present the material. All exercises must be preapproved by the instructor, and cannot
be presented without the instructor’s approval.
Option 2: Background Presentations (undergraduates only): 20% of final course grade.
The background presentations are available to 6 undergraduate students only. Sign up will be during
week 1. Students will select the assigned chapters from a text assigned by the instructor and provide a
selection of highlights and key issues they found in a chapter. The chapters are detailed and expansive,
so students must choose key issues or themes of which they were unaware, or that would be useful in
establishing a foundation for class discussion. The student will prepare a very short (8 minute maximum)
way to highlight the key themes of the text on an issue related to the theme for the week. THIS IS NOT
A SUMMARY. The goal of the exercise is to raise analytical issues and concerns with the course material
rather than summarize or re-present the material. All exercises must be preapproved by the instructor,
and cannot be presented without the instructor’s approval.
Option 3:
Mini-Conference week: 20% of final grade.
This exercise is designed to allow students to experience what it is like to present at an academic
conference. A minimum of 4 and a maximum of 5 students will have to self-organize panels based on
common themes, area of interest, regional issues or overarching ideas. Students can use OWL to sign up
for possible panels as well as recruit chairs and discussants for the panels. Panels may also suggest
readings for the class in order to better prepare the audience for the panel. A standard academic
conference presentation has a minimum of four panelists as well as a chair and discussant. The panelists
do their best to have a full paper prepared for the time of presentation, but in all likelihood will be
presenting unfinished research or research in progress. The panelists provide as much of their work as
possible to the discussant prior to the panel, but in some cases the discussant has to respond to the
content of the presentation. The discussant's role is to tie common themes together from the papers, as
well as provide critical insights into strengths and weaknesses of each presentation. The discussant does
not engage in inappropriate behavior, disrespectful characterizations, ad hominem attacks, or anything
that would make panelists uncomfortable. The role of the chair is to present the panel, ensure panelists
follow presentation time limits and oversee questions from the audience. See the example below for
ideas about structure.
All panels including introduction, presentation, discussion and questions should take a maximum of 60
minutes. See the sample below for an idea of the format.
Conference Week 8: The Responsibility to Protect: Idealism, Implementation and Effectiveness
Chair: Dan Bousfield
Discussant: Slavoj Zizek
Panelists:

1. Judith Butler: "The responsibility to protect in Darfur: failed responses to genocide"
2. Noam Chomsky: "R2P and Canada: From Promotion to Denial"
3. Jacques Lacan: "The International Community's Moral Leadership: Cosmopolitan Failures"
4. Alain Badiou: "R2P and the future: Libya as a Roadmap for Success?"
Option 4: Peer Editing Exercise. 20%
This exercise is designed to allow students to understand what it is like to go through an academic peer
review process. This exercise requires exactly 4 students (no exceptions). Students will pick a date no
later than March 9 (preferably much sooner) to begin the exercise. On the given date each of the
students will e-mail dbousfie@uwo.ca the first 5 pages of their final essay. This should include an
introductory paragraph which clearly outlines the core arguments in the final essay, and includes one of
the core arguments in proper essay format with footnotes, citations and data included. The paper
should also contain a short conclusion, explaining the link between the core argument and the expected
thesis. The instructor will then anonymize the assignments and distribute them to members of the
group. Each group member will then critically assess the arguments of their peers and provide written
feedback for each assignment. The assignment will be graded on the quality of the peer feedback, NOT
the essay itself. Peer feedback should assess the strength of the arguments, the validity of the sources
and provide useful suggestions for revision. The feedback will be assembled and given back to the
original author for use in their final paper.
Essay: 45% of final grade due in class November 27, 2017.
Length: 3,750 words (15 pages), typed and double spaced. Pages should be numbered and the type font
should be no smaller than 12 characters per inch (e.g. Arial 12). Students must e-mail their final paper
to dbousfie@uwo.ca with the heading “POLS 4201/9746 FINAL Paper –Student Name - Student
Number” and all papers may be processed by turnitin.
Topics: Students choose their own essay topics but such choices must be approved by the instructor.
The essay must have, as part of its introduction, a statement of its thesis (central argument). This thesis
must be supported by a careful analysis of relevant data and arguments in the body of the paper. See
Criteria for Evaluation of Written Assignments below.
Notes: The Department’s rules regarding plagiarism and the submission of similar essays to two or
more different instructors are appended to this course outline and should be noted. (See ‘Criteria for
Evaluation of Written Assignments’ below).
Guidelines for Success in Class
Since there seldom are definitive answers to the questions we will be asking about UN issues, and much
of what you will learn in this course will be enhanced by the ideas and perspectives of your colleagues.
But for this to work, everyone must participate fully and constructively. Be mindful of the following
points, and you will be successful:
• Come to all classes having read the assigned readings for that week and prepared to
participate in discussion. It is useful to remember that some week’s readings may be more
relevant to your research interests than others, and focusing on readings that are most salient
to your interests will ensure maximum usefulness in the course.
• Participate in discussions, but do not over-participate. Everyone must be given an opportunity
to take part in discussions. Constructive participation involves the raising of relevant points and
ideas. Online participation will be considered as well in participation marks.

• Demonstrate respect for the ideas presented by others at all times. This is essential to open
discussion and the free exchange of ideas. This does not mean that you must agree with others.
Informal debate will teach you even more about your own position while simultaneously
exposing you to different viewpoints. Make use of such opportunities, but no disrespectful
behavior will be tolerated.
• Raise questions when you have them. Raising useful questions counts as participation. You
can use minute papers, online forums, e-mail, facebook or in class lecture to raise questions you
encounter throughout the course. Uncertainties are usually shared by others – when you raise
your questions in class everyone learns while you build your own participation grade.
Criteria for Evaluation of Written Assignments
These criteria will be used in evaluation of written work and possibly in combination with the checklist
below. Please be sure to read them carefully:
Analytical Content: Higher grades will be given to work that demonstrates the ability to interpret,
critically assess and develop insights of the material. To determine whether or not your argument is
analytical, ask yourself "Am I demonstrating to the reader my insights in an academic way?” If you are
simply summarizing or describing in detail phenomena, your work is unlikely to have high analytical
content.
Helpful signs you are not developing analytical content: Excessive quotes; beginning or ending a
paragraph with a quote; short (fewer than 4 sentences) paragraphs; no sources in a long
paragraph; lack of similar argument in introduction and conclusion.
Development of an Argument: Higher grades will be given to work that has a clearly stated argument
and a set of logically developed and reasonably comprehensive points in support of that argument.
Academic arguments need not be personal (though in certain instances they can be – check with the
instructor), rather they demonstrate the logical progression of the position you are developing. The key
here is to attempt to convince your reader of the soundness or feasibility of your argument. Nuanced
arguments recognize obvious criticisms and seek to address them logically. Consistency of an argument
throughout a paper is important.
Helpful signs your argument may be in trouble: Using the same author or quote more than a few
times in successive paragraphs; your introduction and conclusion are not similar; you introduce
material in the introduction and the conclusion that cannot be found elsewhere; you have
quotes in your conclusion; your attempt to address obvious criticisms contradicts your thesis,
you adopt multiple theoretical frameworks; you cannot find any sources that agree with your
central claims.
Grammar, Spelling, and Style: Higher grades will be given to written work that is grammatically correct
and is clearly and accurately written, while lower grades will be given to work that is difficult to read or
understand due to excessive grammatical and/or spelling errors.
While different approaches work for different people, it is recommended that you try the following
every time you have a written assignment: after completing your assignment, put it away for a while
(ideally, for a few days); when you pick it up again, read it carefully, slowly, and aloud (when we are
familiar with a paper we tend to skim it during proof-reading, thereby missing errors – so make sure you

are reading it word for word). Mistakes in grammar may not always look wrong, but they usually sound
wrong. If you need some help with writing style or grammar, there are many resources available on
campus.
Meeting the Requirements of the Assignment: All written work must be submitted on time, must be of
the appropriate length, must use the required number and type of resources, and, most importantly,
must address the issues or questions posed in the assignment.
Non-medical and medical accommodation
Non-medical absences from class, late essays or assignments, will be subject to a 10% penalty per day
(weekends included). All assignments must be completed to receive course credit. Further information is
found in the Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness
(https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm).
Accommodation for medical illness of work worth less than 10% of the total course grade will require
medical documentation. If documentation is required for either medical or non-medical academic
accommodation, then such documentation must be submitted directly to the appropriate Faculty
Dean`s office and not to the instructor. Only the Dean`s office can determine if accommodation is
warranted.
Statement on Academic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf .
“All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers
submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is
subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and
Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).”
Important Notices
General
All students must complete all course requirements. Failure to do so (e.g., by not handing-in an
assignment or by missing an examination without due cause) will subject the student to the appropriate
University regulations. Students must also keep a duplicate copy of their assignments.
Late Assignments - Formal Guidelines
Late papers will be accepted, but will be subject to a late penalty of 10 per cent per day to a maximum
of 5 days, after which they will not be accepted and a mark of 0 will be recorded. In the interest of
fairness to all students, there will be no exceptions to this unless you have arranged in advance for an
extension. All extensions must be arranged in advance of the day on which a paper is due. Papers
submitted after deadlines (including excused late papers) will be marked, but comments will not be
provided.

4201 SEMINAR TOPICS AND READINGS (open to discussion and change based on class consensus in
week 1)
September 11 - Week 1- How should we see the UN?
Heather L. Johnson "Click to Donate: Visual images, constructing victims and imagining the female
refugee" Third World Quarterly, June 2011.
Kapoor, Ilan. Celebrity humanitarianism: The ideology of global charity. Routledge, 2012.
September 18 - Week 2 The End of Liberal Peace?
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Intro, Ch 1
Haynes, Jeffrey. "Global Governance and the United Nations: The ‘Clash of Civilisations’ and the ‘Rise’of
RNGOs." Globalizations (2017): 1-9.
Keohane, Robert O. After hegemony: Cooperation and discord in the world political economy. Princeton
University Press, 2005. Chapters 9, 11
Bonus: (or instead of Keohane): Mills, Charles W. Black Rights/White Wrongs: The Critique of Racial
Liberalism. Oxford University Press, 2017. Chapter 1 "New left project interview with Charles Mills"
September 25 - Week 3 – Criticisms of post-conflict peace building
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 2, 3
Terry, Fiona. Condemned to repeat?: The paradox of humanitarian action. Cornell University Press,
2000. Intro and Chapter 1.
Fluri, Jennifer. "Capitalizing on bare life: Sovereignty, exception, and gender politics." Antipode 44.1
(2012): 31-50.
Mohammed Ayoob, “Third World Perspectives on Humanitarian Intervention and International
Administration,” Global Governance 10: 1(2004), 99-119.
Bonus: Anne Orford, “Localizing the Other: the Imaginative Geography of Humanitarian Intervention” in
Reading Humanitarian Intervention: Human Rights and the Use of Force in International Law, Cambridge
University Press, 2003, 82-125.
October 2 - Week 4 – Selling Liberalism
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 4, 5
von Billerbeck, Sarah BK. Whose Peace?: Local Ownership and United Nations Peacekeeping. Oxford
University Press, 2016. Chapter 8.
Binder, Martin. The United Nations and the Politics of Selective Humanitarian Intervention. Springer,
2016. Conclusion.
Bonus: Smith, Tony. Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis
Today. Princeton University Press, 2017. Conclusion 276-290.
Bonus: Lumumba-Kasongo, Tukumbi. "Rethinking the Bandung conference in an Era of ‘unipolar liberal
globalization’and movements toward a ‘multipolar politics’." Bandung: Journal of the Global South 2.1
(2015): 9.
October 16 - Week 5 – UN Women
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 6

Charlesworth, H., and Christine Chinkin. "The creation of UN women (Regnet research paper no.
2013/7)." Canberra: Centre for International Governance and Justice, Australian National University
(2013).
Kirby, Paul. "Refusing to be a Man? Men’s Responsibility for War Rape and the Problem of Social
Structures in Feminist and Gender Theory." Men and Masculinities (2013): 1097184X12468100.
Buss, Doris E. "Rethinking ‘rape as a weapon of war’." Feminist legal studies 17.2 (2009): 145-163.
Bonus:Kirby, Paul. "How is rape a weapon of war?: feminist international relations, modes of critical
explanation and the study of wartime sexual violence." European Journal of International Relations
(2012): 1354066111427614.
Bonus: Carter, Kathleen R. "Should international relations consider rape a weapon of war?." Politics &
Gender 6.03 (2010): 343-371.
October 23 - Week 6 – The ICC and International Law
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 7
William A Schabas "Creation of the Court" in An Introduction to the International Criminal Court,
Cambridge: 2011.
Akhavan, Payam. "The Rise, and Fall, and Rise, of International Criminal Justice." Journal of international
criminal justice 11.3 (2013): 527-536.
Scharf, Michael P. "Universal Jurisdiction and the Crime of Aggression." Harv. Int'l LJ 53 (2012): 357.
Bonus: Falk, Richard. "What the Chilcot report teaches us." International Journal of Contemporary Iraqi
Studies 11.1-2 (2017): 13-22.
October 30 - Week 7 – Liberal Peace, Civil Society and Food
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 8
McKeon, Nora. The United Nations and civil society. Zed, 2010. Chapter 2.
Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 "The Food crisis and global governance" and "The Blame Game" Clapp,
Jennifer, and Marc J. Cohen, eds. The global food crisis: Governance challenges and opportunities.
Wilfrid Laurier Univ. Press, 2009.
Marshall, Caroline, and Peter S. Hill. "Ten best resources on conditional cash transfers." Health policy
and planning 30.6 (2014): 742-746.
Bonus: "Crisis? What crisis? The normality of the current food crisis." Journal of Agrarian Change 10.1
(2010): 87-97.
Bonus: Weis, Tony. "The meat of the global food crisis." The Journal of Peasant Studies 40.1 (2013): 6585.
November 6 - Week 8 - Alternatives to Liberalism
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 9, 10
Cornellier, Bruno, and Michael R. Griffiths. "Globalizing unsettlement: an introduction." (2016): 305-316.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2201473X.2015.1090522
Rasmussen, Larry L. "From Social Justice to Creation Justice in the Anthropocene." The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to Religion and Ecology (2017): 239.
Hirschl, Ran “The Rise of Constitutional Theocracy" in Constitutional Theocracy, Harvard University
Press, 2010.
Bonus: Zakaria, Fareed. "The rise of illiberal democracy." Foreign affairs (1997): 22-43.
Bonus: Rupnik, Jacques. "Surging Illiberalism in the East." Journal of Democracy 27.4 (2016): 77-87.

November 13 - Week 9 – Problem Solving and Hybrid Intervention
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 11, 12
Richmond, Oliver P. "The dilemmas of a hybrid peace: Negative or positive?." Cooperation and Conflict
50.1 (2015): 50-68.
Scott-Smith, Tom. "Humanitarian neophilia: the ‘innovation turn’and its implications." Third World
Quarterly 37.12 (2016): 2229-2251.
McLennan, Sharon J. "Passion, paternalism, and politics: DIY development and independent volunteers
in Honduras." Development in Practice 27.6 (2017): 880-891.
Bonus: Orford, Anne. "Muscular humanitarianism: Reading the narratives of the new interventionism."
European Journal of International Law 10.4 (1999): 679-711.
November 20 - Week 10 – Challenges to Liberalism
Campbell, Susanna, David Chandler, and Meera Shabaratnam, eds. A liberal peace?: the problems and
practices of peacebuilding. Zed Books Ltd., 2011. Chapter 13 (chapter 14 optional)
Adebajo, Adekeye. "The revolt against the West: intervention and sovereignty." Third World Quarterly
37.7 (2016): 1187-1202.
Movie: Fatal Assistance and http://www.antillean.org/who-underdeveloped-haiti-213/
Heine, Jorge, and Andrew Stuart Thompson, eds. Fixing Haiti: MINUSTAH and Beyond. United Nations
University Press, 2011. Ch 10-13.
Walby, Kevin, and Jeffrey Monaghan. "“Haitian Paradox” or Dark Side of the Security-Development
Nexus? Canada’s Role in the Securitization of Haiti, 2004–2009." Alternatives: Global, Local, Political 36.4
(2011): 273-287.
Bonus: Podur, Justin. Haiti's New Dictatorship. Pluto Press, 2012. Chapter 1]
November 27 - Week 11 – TBD on Week 1
December 4 - Week 12 – TBD on Week 1

Additional topics to be chosen for weeks 11 and 12:
Migration, Refugees and the UNHCR
UN and Global Governance
Global Internet Governance
Global Governance of Gender
Global Health Governance
Global Cosmopolitanism and Governance
Global Governance and Defining Terrorism
Global Migration Governance
Global Celebrity and Governance
Queering Global Governance
Global Governance of Sport
Global Governance of Race
The WHO and Global Health
Global Health and Rights
Global Governance of Children

Global Governance of Human Rights
China and Global Governance
Global Governance and Development
American Global Governance and Transitional Justice
Structural Problems of the UN
Global Governance of Military Intervention
Governing Development - The UNDP

APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Prerequisite checking - the student’s responsibility
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to
enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision
may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped
from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites."
Essay course requirements
With the exception of 1000-level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay
courses. Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics
1020E, at least 5,000 words in a full course numbered 2000 or above, and at least 2,500 words in a half
course numbered 2000 or above.
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”)
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class,
it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must
see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning.
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course
grade:
 the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence,
 the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to
commit a scholastic offence."
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current Western Academic Calendar
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/)
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student assignments, tests and
exams will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student
work unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted."
Duplication of work
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different
courses must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment. If prior
approval is not obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment.
Grade adjustments
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department
may require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines.
Academic Offences
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf ."
Submission of Course Requirements

ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES
SPECIFIED BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR
UNDER THE INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR.
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE.
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of
Scholarship and Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
Students registered in Social Science should refer to http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp for information on Medical Policy, Term
Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and
other Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic
counselling office.
Plagiarism
"Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students
take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism
is a major academic offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to
the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of
plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use
of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western
Ontario and Turnitin.com ( http://www.turnitin.com )."
Multiple-choice tests/exams: "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns
that may indicate cheating."
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of
Scholarship and Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
PLAGIARISM*
In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism.
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas. Different forms of
writing require different types of acknowledgement. The following rules pertain to the
acknowledgements necessary in academic papers.
A.
In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and
acknowledge that the words are those of another writer.

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1)
mentioning the author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2)
placing a footnote number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly
numbered footnote at the bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your
essay). This footnote should indicate author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page
number.
Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader
with more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and
tangential references. In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation
marks or set off from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be
mistaken for your own words. Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a
word or phrase in a sentence or paragraph which is not your own.
B.

In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.

You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument,
ideas or sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of
acknowledgement given in 'A' above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in
quotation marks. Be certain, however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must
use words or phrases from your source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer
who has expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the
important consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without
acknowledgement to another writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it if
you have derived it from a source outside your own thinking on the subject.
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to
distinguish clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if
you fail to make this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to
regard your omission as intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a
student's receiving an 'F' in a course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University.
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History
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Accessibility at Western: Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text
format, or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible
to you.
Mental Health at Western: If you or someone you know is experiencing distress, there are several
resources here at Western to assist you. Please visit http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for
more information on these resources and on mental health.

