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1. Course Description
International conflict is an ever-present part of the contemporary world. Whether conflict is
between states or inside states, or whether it is between state and/or non-state actors, the
affects and effects of international conflict are numerous. At the same time, there are always
calls and demands to handle and solve – at a minimum, bound and limit – international
conflicts and their deadly consequences – whether resulting through slow processes or swift
actions. Thus, for millennia, the causes and sources of conflict, and the resulting measures or
solutions suggested to resolve them, have been studied, analyzed, debated and re-evaluated.
In contemporary times, while techniques such as diplomacy, invasion, war crimes tribunals,
border patrols, and global governance, are used to grapple with international conflict, they not
only provide a path for success and action, but also pose challenges and obstacles to
management and solutions.
Consequently, Term 1 of this course begins by delving into Conflict Studies. In the first half,
we will analyze the correlates of conflict from the individual to the global levels, and their
interconnections. In the second half, we will consider options, frameworks and methods for
conflict management and – sometimes – resolution.
From there, Term 2 turns to select case studies in order to ground our understanding and
analysis, but also involves debates over addressing student-selected current and on-going
global conflicts with a focus on debating between proposed international conflict management
techniques tor redress the conflict.
2. Contact Information
o
o
o
o
o
o

Professor:
Email:
Office Room:
Office Phone:
Cell-/text-phone:
Office Hours:

Nigmendra Narain
nnarain@uwo.ca
SSC 4149
519-661-2111, extension 85108
519-860-3290 (preferred over office phone)
Wed 1:00-2:00pm & Thursday 2:00-3:30pm

3. Class Time and Location
o Time: Tuesday 2:30pm – 4:30 pm
o Location: Social Sciences 3028
N. Narain, Politics 3366E, 2014-2015: 1 of 10

4. Requisites and Anti-Requisites
! “Please Note: You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all
course prerequisites, and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of
prerequisites may not be used as a basis for an appeal. If you are found to be ineligible for
a course, you may be removed from it at any time and you will receive no adjustment to
your fees. This decision cannot be appealed. If you find that you do not have the course
prerequisites, it is in your best interest to drop the course well before the end of the
add/drop period. Your prompt attention to this matter will not only help protect your
academic record, but will ensure that spaces become available for students who require the
course in question for graduation.” – Office of the Dean
! Antirequisites: Politics 3366E and the former Politics 366E
! Prerequisites: Politics 2231E or 2245E; the former Politics 231E or 245E; or International
Relations 2701E or the former International Relations 210E
! "Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses is appropriate and
accurately recorded, that all course prerequisites have been successfully completed, and
that they are aware of any antirequisite course(s) that they have taken. If the student does
not have the requisites for a course, and does not have written special permission from his
or her Dean to enroll in the course, the University reserves the right to cancel the student's
registration in the course. [The University may also choose not to adjust your fees, such as
not providing you a refund for the course.] This decision may not be appealed." (Western
University Academic Calendar)
5.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Key Dates
Sep 4: Fall classes begin
Oct 13: Holiday Monday
Oct 30-31: Fall Study Break
Dec 3: Fall classes end
Dec 6-17: Mid-year exam period
Jan 5: Winter classes begin
Feb 16-20: Reading Week
Apr 8: Winter classes end
Apr 9-10: Winter classes end
Apr 11-30: Final exam period

6. Course Readings
You are required to purchase two texts for this course, and both will be available from the
Western Bookstore:
1. Jean-Francois Rioux & Vern Neufeld Redekop, Introduction to Conflict Studies, Oxford
University Press, 2013
2. International Conflict Management by Pearson Custom Library Political Science, 2014,
which includes access to PeerScholar, readings from Snow’s Cases in International
Relations, 5th edition, and Stiles’s Case Histories in International Politics, 7th edition.
Debate and Guest Lecture readings will be posted through the class OWL site, and will likely
be Grey Literature sources, such as government websites and documents, think tank websites
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and reports, conference papers, etc., but may include sources from commercial periodicals,
such as newspapers and magazines.
In addition, you should read or listen to various news sources throughout the day.
Twitter, reddit, and others have updating news feeds, but do pick a variety of sources to inform
you.
Local news can be found in the London Free Press , NewsTalk 1290 London, or CTV London
Provincial news sources include the Toronto Star or Ottawa Citizen.
National news sources include the Globe and Mail, Maclean’s and CBCNewsWorld.
International sources include BBCWorld, Al Jazeera, CNN, Times of India, New York Times,
Der Spiegel, Vice Magazine, The Economist, etc.
These can all be accessed via the web as written pieces, videos, podcasts, streaming radio,
etc.
Also, please be aware of “Native Advertising” which is when a company or organization
presents advertising as news; this can be found anywhere – from The New York Times to
Buzzfeed – so always pay attention to who is bring you the news.
You have a lot of choices to inform you, but only you can choose to be informed!
7. Course Schedule

TERM 1: Patterns of Conflict and Conflict Management
Sep 9

Introduction to the Course

Sep 16

What is Conflict?
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 1, “What is Conflict”
Details: Essay Research Assignment

Sep 23

What is International Conflict?
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 4, “International Conflict”

Sep 30

Rational Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 5, “Is Conflict Behaviour Rational?”
Biological Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 6, “Are Conflict Driven by Biological Needs”

Oct 7

Psychological Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 7, “The Psychology of Conflict”
Social Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 8, “Conflict as Social Outcome?”

Sat Oct 11

Essay Research Assignment due via OWL site
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Oct 14

Philosophical Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 9, “Recent Philosophical Approaches to
Conflict”
Behavioural Causes of Conflict
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 10, “How People Behave in Conflict”

Oct 21

Techniques for Conflict Resolution
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 11, “Processes for Dealing with Conflict”

Oct 28

Techniques for Violent Conflict Resolution
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 12, “The Prevention and Resolution of
Violent Conflict”

Nov 4

Conflict Resolution through Reconciliation
Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 13, “Reconciliation”
Conflict Resolution through Ethical Means
! Rioux and Redekop, Chapter 14, “Conflict, Violence and Ethics”

Nov 11

Community Engaged Learning (CEL) Presentation
! CEL Coordinators’ Presentations
! CEL Class Partner Presentations

Sat Nov 14
Nov 18

Essay due via OWL site
Guest Lecture

Nov 25

Guest Lecture
Sign up for Term 2 Debates and CEL confirmations

Dec 2

Guest Lecture
Exam Review
Class Party

TERM 2: Cases & Debates in Conflict Management
Jan 6

American Hegemony
! 6 - Stiles, Chapter 5, “Military Power: Persian Gulf Wars I and II”
Details: Policy Brief or CEL Research Assignment

Sat Jan 10

Debate Topic & Links submitted via OWL
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Jan 13

Balance of Power
8 - Stiles, Chapter 3, “Balance of Power: China-India-Pakistan Rivalry”

!

Debate 1
Jan 20

Invasion
! 9 - Snow, Chapter 1, “Sovereignty: The Legality and Impact of Invading
Iraq”
Debate 2

Jan 27

Diplomacy
! Snow, Chapter 4, “Irresolvable Conflicts: The Israeli-Palestinian Impasse”
Debate 3

Sat Jan 31
Feb 3

Policy Brief or CEL Research Assignment Due via OWL site
Preventing Nuclear Proliferation
! Snow, Chapter 7, “Pivotal States: Confronting and Accommodating Iran”
Debate 4

Feb 10

Intervention
Stiles, Chapter 6, “Intervention: Bosnia”

!

Debate 5
Feb 16-20
Feb 24

Reading Week
Peace-keeping, Peace-building & Peace-enforcement
! Snow, Chapter 8, “Peacekeeping: Humanitarian Disaster and International
Responses in Darfur”
Debate 6

Mar 3

International Cooperation: Limiting War
! Snow, Chapter 3, ”Limits on International Cooperation: War Crimes, the
International Criminal Court, and Torture”
Debate 7

Mar 10

Information Technology & Social Media
! Stiles, Chapter 18, “The Information Age: Rebellion in the Arab World”
Debate 8
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Mar 17

Immigration and Refugee Movements
Snow, Chapter 14, “International Migration: The U.S. Mexican Border”

!

Debate 9
Mar 24

Human Security
! Stiles, Chapter 8, “Human Security: The HIV/AIDs Pandemic”
Debate 10

Sat Mar 28
Mar 31

Policy Brief OR CEL Deliverable Due via OWL site
Resource Conflict
! Snow, Chapter 2, “Resource Scarcity: Oil, The Lubricant That Corrodes”
Debate 11

Apr 7

CEL Reflections Presentations
Exam Review
Class Party

8. Evaluation & Assignments
Essay Research Assignment
Essay
December Exam

5%
20%
20%

45%

Policy Brief OR CEL Research Assignment
Policy Brief OR CEL Participation & Deliverable
Debate OR CEL Reflections Presentation
April Exam

5%
15%
5%
25%

50%

Weekly Attendance

5%
100%

Notes:
• Assignments will be detailed on the OWL site
• Maximum grade on any particular assignment or particular assessment or for the whole
course is 100%
• Minimum grade on any particular assignment or particular assessment or for the whole
course is 0%
• If you are an International Student, note that all grades are assessed using Canadian
University standards
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9. Learning Outcomes
Assignments
Essay &
Policy Brief
Research
Assignments

•

•
•

Exams

•

•

Policy Brief
& Essay

•

•

•

•

Debate

•

•

Description
Assignment to develop
Information Literacy Skills:
research; source-identification,
verification & prioritization
Understand how to compile, write
and format a proper Works Cited
Learn how to select sources for
annotation and how to annotate
correctly, e.g. CRAAP criteria
Develop both base-line
knowledge and critical
assessment skills through a
variety of question formats,
including match-ups, multiple
choice, identifiers, and essays
Materials for exams will be drawn
from the textbooks, lectures,
debates, and guest lectures

Engage in focused, credible and
sustained research in order to
develop an articulate position on
the chose topic and its relatedissues
Writing clearly and succinctly, and
demonstrating an ability to
present arguments with good
evidence and credible sources
Essay: Conflict management
techniques in a conflict between
1990-present, including Literature
Review; 2500-3500 words
Policy Brief: select from a list of
topics; address to UN SecretaryGeneral; 1800-2500 words
Debate two possible conflict
management solutions and assert
your preferred solution to a
current crisis in global politics
Choose a current conflict within
that week’s lecture-topic
parameter

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learning Outcomes
Organizational skills that contribute
to scholarly and personal
independence;
Well-developed research skills,
such as those articulated by the
Political Science Research
Competency Guidelines adopted by
the Association of College and
Research Libraries
Knowledge of diverse theories and
approaches
Understanding of methods;
knowledge of epistemological
approaches and ontological
diversity
How power, culture and history
condition knowledge formation
Understand the ambiguity,
uncertainty, ubiquitous and
controversial nature of politics
Organizational skills that contribute
to scholarly and personal
independence
Well-developed research skills,
such as those articulated by the
Political Science Research
Competency Guidelines adopted by
the Association of College and
Research Libraries
Communicate in written format in
an analytic and clear fashion
Situate knowledge historically and
contextually
Assess evidence critically
Ethical dimensions of problem
identification and methodology
Recognize the importance of
listening
Communicate verbally in an
analytic and clear fashion
Assess evidence critically
An awareness of the extent and
limits of one’s own knowledge,
informed by exposure to
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information, concepts, theories and
experience
Class
Attendance

•
•

Encouraged to participate in
discussions and debates
Attendance in 85% of classes

•

•

An awareness of the extent and
limits of one’s own knowledge,
informed by exposure to
information, concepts, theories and
experience
Exposure to qualitative and
quantitative methods

10. Community Engaged Learning Opportunity
! You may do this in lieu of the Debate, Policy Brief Research Assignment and Policy Brief
! Description: “Community Engaged Learning at Western partners with local and
international organizations to mobilize knowledge and exchange resources in order to
address critical societal issues. By engaging students, staff, and faculty in meaningful
experiential learning opportunities, CEL helps meet community defined needs while
promoting students’ sense of civic engagement and social responsibility. These
partnerships help extend Western’s reach beyond campus and foster excellence and
innovation in teaching and learning.” (http://www.success.uwo.ca/experience/community_service_learning_csl/)
! Details of the requirements, etc., will posted on our class OWL site and presented in class
in November
Depth and
Breadth of
Knowledge

Knowledge of
Methodologies

Application of
Knowledge

CEL Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
• Recognize and describe specific local and social issues
Outcomes
and explain governing structures and social policies that
impact upon them
• Describe composition of diverse populations and
inequalities among those populations
Skills Outcomes • Demonstrate intercultural competence and sensitivity
and distinguish contexts through these principles are
enacted
• Manage group projects from vision to completion by
employing planning, delegation, prioritizing, timemanagement, and organizational strategies
Knowledge
• Relate degree/discipline specific content to various fields
Outcomes
of research, practice, and policy
• Identify factors that contribute to social/local issues and
barriers to implementing change
Skills Outcomes • Apply content knowledge to real-world settings and
contexts
• Compare and critique programs and services designed
to minimize effects of social/local issues and generate
strategies to improve their functioning and intended
outcomes
Values
• Compare political platforms and articulate their own
Outcomes
political values and involvement
N. Narain, Politics 3366E, 2014-2015: 8 of 10

•
Communication
Skills

Skills Outcomes

•
•
•
•

Awareness of
Limits of
Knowledge

Values
Outcomes

•
•

Practice reflective thinking to connect CSL experience
with course content and personal values
Demonstrate intercultural competence and sensitivity
and distinguish contexts through which these principles
are enacted
Explain ideas and concepts through written and oral
forms of communication
Enact strategies for building and maintaining reciprocal
collaborations and partnerships
Adapt oral and written communication and/or behaviour
to match unique audience/demographic
Awareness of their own scope of practice, knowledge,
and abilities
Practice reflective thinking to connect CSL experience
with course content and personal values

11. General Course Guidelines
! Learning is a multi-lane, interconnected roadway: we are all encouraged to share, discuss
and learn from each other
! OWL site
• More details will be posted on the OWL site and check your Western email regularly
• Details and clarifications for class assignments, etc., will be posted on the OWL site
• Grades will be posted on the OWL site
! Emails
• Please use your UWO email account for class-related emails
• Non-UWO accounts may not be answered
• In general, emails will be answered as soon as possible, but within 72 hours; please
understand that sometimes emails require diligence and information before we can
answer you properly
! Conduct in lectures, debates and discussions
• Be courteous; act responsibly; refrain from talking; avoid activities that disrupt or distract
fellow students
• You may be asked kindly to leave if you are being disruptive to the proper functioning of
the class
• You are required to conduct yourself according the University of Western Ontario
Student Code of Conduct, which can be accessed as a PDF from:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf.
! Assignment submission:
• Through the class OWL site
• Submission information, times, rules, etc., will be posted on the OWL site
• Any Assignment assessed by the Lecturer to be in flagrant, repeated and/or egregious
violation of the rules, guidelines, etc., will be assigned a grade of Zero/0
• “Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.
Whenever students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must
acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper
referencing such as, footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence.
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!

!

!

!

!
!

Please refer to Scholastic Discipline under the Senate Policy on Academic Rights and
Responsibilities at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/“ (university regulation)
• Late Penalty = -2% per day (weekdays and weekends inclusive)
Extensions
• If you have genuine and unavoidable reasons for requesting an extension of a deadline,
please email me ahead of time and provide relevant documentation as requested
• In many cases, you will be sent to an Academic Counselling office so that they can
verify/vet your documentation and let me know what reasonable accommodation should
be considered
Non-Medical and Medical Absences:
• If you know you will be absent, please email me ahead of time to let me know why and
when, and I will try to accommodate you as reasonably possible
• If you have medical or other documentation, you must take it to the Dean’s Office or
Academic Counsellor, who will then confirm your accommodation; the STUDENT
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE (SMC) is available at:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf
• If I am unable to grant you fair and reasonable accommodation, the whole percentage
weight for that assignment may be added to the value of the exam for that term
Religious Accommodation: “Notice: Please be advised that students must give proper
written notice for such an accommodation in accordance with the directives in the 2014-15
UWO Academic Calendar (page 18-19): http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2014/pg119.html”
"You can email me your notice of accommodation
Grade concerns
• Email me for an appointment or drop by during office hours
• You will likely be required to provide a written statement of your concerns and issues for
consideration for a re-evaluation
• Re-evaluated assignments’ grades may increase or decrease
Read the Course Outline fully and do ask questions – your friends and colleagues have the
same questions and need the answers, too!
Course Outline changes: due to certain circumstances and/or situations, changes to this
course outline and other course documents are necessary; in such cases, you will be
informed through all available channels of communication as soon as possible

Enjoy the class,

Engage in learning together,
and

Have a great year!
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APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Prerequisite checking - the student’s responsibility
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for
failing to have the necessary prerequisites."
Essay course requirements
With the exception of 1000-level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay
courses. Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics 1020E, at
least 5,000 words in a full course numbered 2000 or above, and at least 2,500 words in a half course
numbered 2000 or above.
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”)
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class, it is
the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must see their
instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning.
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade:
• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence,
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a
scholastic offence."
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current Western Academic Calendar
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/)
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student assignments, tests and exams
will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student work
unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted."
Duplication of work
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different courses
must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment. If prior approval is not
obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment.
Grade adjustments
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department may
require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines.
Academic Offences
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically,
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf ."

Submission of Course Requirements
ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED
BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR.
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE.
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and
Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
Students registered in Social Science should refer to http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp for information on Medical Policy, Term
Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and other
Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic counselling
office.

Plagiarism
"Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take
an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic
offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject
to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (
http://www.turnitin.com )."
Multiple-choice tests/exams: "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that
may indicate cheating."
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and
Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
PLAGIARISM*
In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is
the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas. Different forms of writing require
different types of acknowledgement. The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in
academic papers.

A.

In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge
that the words are those of another writer.

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the
author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote
number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the
bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate
author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number.
Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with
more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential
references. In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off
from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own
words. Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or
paragraph which is not your own.
B.

In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.

You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or
sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement
given in 'A' above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks. Be certain,
however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your
source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has
expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the important
consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another
writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source
outside your own thinking on the subject.
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish
clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make
this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as
intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a
course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University.
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History
Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History
August 13, 1991
Accessibility at Western: Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text format,
or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible to you.
SUPPORT SERVICES
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.

